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Priscilla and Aquila 

6:30 P.M. 
Congregational responses are in bold. 

 
Opening Hymn  
 
God is Spirit, and those who worship must worship in spirit and 
in truth. (John 4:24) 

 
Confession of Sin 
Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor. 
 
God of all mercy, 
we confess that we have sinned against you, 
opposing your will in our lives. 
We have denied your goodness in each other, 
in ourselves, and in the world you have created. 
We repent of the evil that enslaves us, 
the evil we have done, 
and the evil done on our behalf. 
Forgive, restore, and strengthen us 
through our Savior Jesus Christ, 
that we may abide in your love 
and serve only your will. Amen. 
 
Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through our Lord Jesus 
Christ, strengthen you in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you in 
eternal life. Amen. 
 
Officiant O God, be not far from us. 
People Come quickly to help us, O God. 
Praise to the holy and undivided Trinity, one God:  
as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen. 
Except in Lent add Alleluia. 
 
 
 



 
Phos hilaron 

 
 
Psalm 119:33-40 (St. Helena Psalter) 
Said responsively by the half verse 
33 Teach me, O God, the way of your statutes, * 
and I shall keep it to the end. 
34 Give me understanding, and I shall keep your law; * 
I shall keep it with all my heart. 
35 Make me go in the path of your commandments, * 
for that is my desire. 
36 Incline my heart to your decrees * 
and not to unjust gain. 
37 Turn my eyes from watching what is worthless; * 
give me life in your ways. 
38 Fulfill your promise to your servant, * 
which you make to those who fear you. 
39 Turn away the reproach which I dread, * 
because your judgments are good. 
40 Behold, I long for your commandments; * 
in your righteousness preserve my life. 
 
 
 
 
 



A Reading from the Acts of the Apostles 
 (18:1-4, 18-21, 24-28)  
1After this Paul left Athens and went to Corinth. 2There he found a Jew named Aquila, 
a native of Pontus, who had recently come from Italy with his wife Priscilla, because 
Claudius had ordered all Jews to leave Rome. Paul went to see them, 3and, because he 
was of the same trade, he stayed with them, and they worked together — by trade they 
were tentmakers. 4Every sabbath he would argue in the synagogue and would try to 
convince Jews and Greeks. 
18After staying there for a considerable time, Paul said farewell to the believers and 
sailed for Syria, accompanied by Priscilla and Aquila. At Cenchreae he had his hair cut, 
for he was under a vow. 19When they reached Ephesus, he left them there, but first he 
himself went into the synagogue and had a discussion with the Jews. 20When they 
asked him to stay longer, he declined; 21but on taking leave of them, he said, "I will 
return to you, if God wills." Then he set sail from Ephesus. 
24Now there came to Ephesus a Jew named Apollos, a native of Alexandria. He was an 
eloquent man, well-versed in the scriptures. 25He had been instructed in the Way of the 
Lord; and he spoke with burning enthusiasm and taught accurately the things 
concerning Jesus, though he knew only the baptism of John. 26He began to speak 
boldly in the synagogue; but when Priscilla and Aquila heard him, they took him aside 
and explained the Way of God to him more accurately. 27And when he wished to cross 
over to Achaia, the believers encouraged him and wrote to the disciples to welcome 
him. On his arrival he greatly helped those who through grace had become believers, 
28for he powerfully refuted the Jews in public, showing by the scriptures that the 
Messiah is Jesus. 
The Word of the Lord.   
Thanks be to God. 
 
Canticle of the Turning        Daigle/Cooley/Donohoo 
My soul cries out with a joyful shout that the God of my heart is great, 
And my spirit sings of the wondrous things that you bring to the ones who wait. 
You fixed your sight on your servant’s plight, and my weakness you did not spurn, 
So from east to west shall my name be blessed. Could the world be about to turn? 
Refrain: 
My heart shall sing of the day you bring. 
Let the fires of your justice burn. 
Wipe away all tears, for the dawn draws near, 
And the world is about to turn. 
 
Though I am small, my God, my all, you work great things in me, 
And your mercy will last from the depths of the past to the end of the age to be. 



Your very name puts the proud to shame, and those who would for you yearn, 
You will show your might, put the strong to flight, for the world is about to turn. 
Refrain 
 
From the halls of power to the fortress tower, not a stone will be left on stone. 
Let the king beware for your justice tears every tyrant from his throne. 
The hungry poor shall weep no more, for the food they can never earn; 
There are tables spread, every mouth be fed, for the world is about to turn.  
Refrain 
 
Though the nations rage from age to age, we remember who holds us fast: 
God’s mercy must deliver us from the conqueror’s crushing grasp. 
This saving word that our forebears heard is the promise which holds us bound, 
‘Til the spear and rod can be crushed by God, who is turning the world around. 
Refrain 

 

Who are Priscilla and Aquila?  
 

When Paul came to Corinth (probably in the year 50), he met Priscilla 
and her husband Aquila. Like Paul, they were tentmakers by trade, and 
had just arrived from Rome, from which the Emperor Claudius had 
recently expelled the Jewish community. It is not clear whether Aquila 
and Priscilla were already Christians before meeting Paul, or were 
converted by his preaching. After eighteen months, the three of them 
went together to Ephesus, where Priscilla and Aquila remained while 
Paul continued to Antioch. 
Priscilla and Aquila were apparently in Rome when Paul wrote 
to that congregation, and in Ephesus with Timothy when Paul wrote 
his last letter to Timothy. When Paul wrote to the Corinthians from 
Ephesus, he joined their greetings with his own. Clearly they were dear 
to Paul, and were earnest and effective in spreading the Good News of 
Christ and His saving work. 
Altogether, Aquila and Priscilla are mentioned six times in the 
New Testament (Acts 18:2; Acts 18:18-19; Acts 18:26; Romans 16:3; 1 
Corinthians 16:19; 2 Timothy 4:19), and the observant reader may note 
that in half of these Aquila’s name comes first, while in the other half, 
Priscilla’s comes first, as if to emphasize that they are being mentioned on equal terms.          
  

(from Lessser Feasts and Fasts, 2024) 

 
 
 
 



 
 

  

Nunc dimittis 

 
A Reading from the Gospel of  Luke         

28As they came near the village to which they were going, he walked ahead as if he 
were going on. 29But they urged him strongly, saying, "Stay with us, because it is 
almost evening and the day is now nearly over." So he went in to stay with them. 
30When he was at the table with them, he took bread, blessed and broke it, and gave it 
to them. 31Then their eyes were opened, and they recognized him; and he vanished 
from their sight. 32They said to each other, "Were not our hearts burning within us 
while he was talking to us on the road, while he was opening the scriptures to us?" 
33That same hour they got up and returned to Jerusalem; and they found the eleven 
and their companions gathered together. 34They were saying, "The Lord has risen 
indeed, and he has appeared to Simon!" 35Then they told what had happened on the 
road, and how he had been made known to them in the breaking of the bread.  

The Word of the Lord        Thanks be to God. 
 
Homily 
 
The Apostles' Creed 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
    creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only son, our Lord. 
    He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit 
      and born of the Virgin Mary. 
    He suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
      was crucified, died, and was buried. 
    He descended to the dead. 
    On the third day he rose again. 



    He ascended into heaven, 
      and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
    He will come again to judge the living and the dead. 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
    the holy catholic Church, 
    the communion of saints, 
    the forgiveness of sins, 
    the resurrection of the body, 
    and the life everlasting. Amen. 

The Prayers 

The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
Let us pray. 
 
That this evening may be holy, good, and peaceful, 
We entreat you, O Lord. 
 
That your holy angels may lead us in paths of peace and goodwill, 
We entreat you, O Lord. 
 
That we may be pardoned and forgiven for our sins and offenses, 
We entreat you, O Lord. 
 
That there may be peace to your Church and to the whole world, 
We entreat you, O Lord. 
 
That we may depart this life in your faith and fear, and not be condemned before the 
great judgment seat of Christ, 
We entreat you, O Lord. 
 
That we may be bound together by your Holy Spirit in the communion of all your 
saints, entrusting one another and all our life to Christ, 
We entreat you, O Lord. 
 
The Collect of the Day 
God of grace and might, who gave to your servants 
Aquila and Priscilla gifts of zeal and eloquence to make 
known the truth of the Gospel: Raise up, we pray, in 
every country, heralds and evangelists of your kingdom, 
so that the world may know the immeasurable riches of 



our Savior Jesus Christ; who lives and reigns with you 
and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen. 

 
The Eucharistic Prayer (Prayer 2, Enriching Our Worship) 
Celebrant The Lord be with you. 
People And also with you. 
Celebrant Lift up your hearts. 
People We lift them to the Lord. 
Celebrant Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
People It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 
We praise you and we bless you, holy and gracious God, 
source of life abundant. 
From before time you made ready the creation. 
Your Spirit moved over the deep 
and brought all things into being: 
sun, moon, and stars; 
earth, winds, and waters; 
and every living thing. 
You made us in your image, 
and taught us to walk in your ways. 
But we rebelled against you, and wandered far away; 
and yet, as a mother cares for her children, 
you would not forget us. 
Time and again you called us 
to live in the fullness of your love. 
And so this day we join with Saints and Angels 
in the chorus of praise that rings through eternity, 
lifting our voices to magnify you as we sing (say):  

Holy, Holy, Holy Lord, God of power and might, 
heaven and earth are full of your glory. 
    Hosanna in the highest. 
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 
    Hosanna in the highest. 

Glory and honor and praise to you, holy and living God. 
To deliver us from the power of sin and death 
and to reveal the riches of your grace, 
you looked with favor upon Mary, your willing servant, 
that she might conceive and bear a son, 
Jesus the holy child of God. 



 
 
 
 
 
 

Living among us, Jesus loved us. 
He broke bread with outcasts and sinners, 
healed the sick, and proclaimed good news to the poor. 
He yearned to draw all the world to himself 
yet we were heedless of his call to walk in love. 
 

Then, the time came for him to complete upon the cross 
the sacrifice of his life, and to be glorified by you. 
 

On the night before he died for us, 
Jesus was at table with his friends. 
He took bread, gave thanks to you, 
broke it, and gave it to them, and said: 
“Take, eat: 
This is my Body, which is given for you. 
Do this for the remembrance of me.” 

 

As supper was ending, Jesus took the cup of wine. 
Again, he gave thanks to you, 
gave it to them, and said: 
“Drink this, all of you: 
This is my Blood of the new Covenant, 
which is poured out for you and for all 
for the forgiveness of sins. 
Whenever you drink it, 
do this for the remembrance of me.” 

 
Now gathered at your table, O God of all creation, 
and remembering Christ, crucified and risen, 
who was and is and is to come, 
we offer to you our gifts of bread and wine, 
and ourselves, a living sacrifice. 
 

Pour out your Spirit upon these gifts 
that they may be the Body and Blood of Christ. 
Breathe your Spirit over the whole earth 
and make us your new creation, 
the Body of Christ given for the world you have made. 



In the fullness of time bring us, 
with [ Priscilla, Aquila and] all your saints, 
from every tribe and language and people and nation, 
to feast at the banquet prepared 
from the foundation of the world. 
 

Through Christ and with Christ and in Christ, 
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
to you be honor, glory, and praise, 
for ever and ever. AMEN. 
 

And now, as our Savior 
Christ has taught us, 
we are bold to say, 
Our Father, who art in heaven, 

    hallowed be thy Name, 

    thy kingdom come, 

    thy will be done, 

        on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread. 

And forgive us our trespasses, 

    as we forgive those 

        who trespass against us. 

And lead us not into temptation, 

    but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 

    and the power, and the glory, 

    for ever and ever. Amen. 

The Celebrant breaks the consecrated Bread. 
 
A period of silence is kept. 

Alleluia, Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us; 
Therefore let us keep the feast, Alleluia 

The Gifts of God given for us, the beloved of God: Come and be fed. 

Communion Hymn 

Prayer after Communion  
Let us pray. 



God of abundance, 
you have fed us 
with the bread of life and cup of salvation; 
you have united us 
with Christ and one another; 
and you have made us one 
with all your people in heaven and on earth. 
Now send us forth 
in the power of your Spirit, 
that we may proclaim your redeeming love to the world 
and continue for ever 
in the risen life of Christ our Savior. Amen. 
 
The Blessing 
 

Our worship has ended, our service continues:  
Go in peace to love and serve the Lord.  

Thanks be to God.  

 

 


